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 T

rade cards becam
e popular at the beginning of 

the early 1600s in England, 400 years ago! They 
are sm

all advertising cards that businesses would 
hand out to clients and potential custom

ers. This 
is a trade card advertising M

inard’s Linim
ent, a 

popular Canadian patent m
edicine. D

r. Levi 
M

inard, nicknam
ed the King of Pain, was from

 
N

ova Scotia! H
is cream

 was a special linim
ent for 

easing stiff, sore m
uscles, and aching backs. The 

m
ain ingredient in M

inard’s Linim
ent is cam

phor, a 
natural pain reliever which com

es from
 an 

evergreen tree!  
  D

o you want to lean m
ore about patent m

edicines and 
trade cards!? Visit our online trade card exhibit at:  
www.m

useum
ofhealthcare.ca/exhibits/trade-card/  
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 T

rade cards becam
e popular at the beginning of 

the early 1600s in England, 400 years ago! They 
are sm

all advertising cards that businesses would 
hand out to clients and potential custom

ers. This 
trade card was distributed by J. C. A

yer & Co., 
advertising their patent m

edicine called A
yer’s 

Sarsaparilla. It was advertised as a com
pound 

containing Sarsaparilla root from
 the tropics, and 

it was supposedly a reliable blood-purifying 
m

edicine. In reality, it was just a sweet, herb 
flavoured soda drink, very sim

ilar to root beer!  
  D

o you want to lean m
ore about patent m

edicines and 
trade cards!? Visit our online trade card exhibit at:  
www.m

useum
ofhealthcare.ca/exhibits/trade-card/ 
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Trade cards became popular at the beginning of the early 1600s in England, 
400 years ago! They are small advertising cards that businesses would hand out 
to clients and potential customers. This trade card advertises Dr. Cumming’s 
Vegetine, which was a patent medicine developed in 1841 by Dr. Cummings. It 
promised not only to purify blood, but also relieve ulcers, faintness of stomach, 
boils, palpitations of the heart, pimples, dropsy, and blotches! 

 
Do you want to lean more about patent medicines and trade cards!? Visit our online 
trade card exhibit at:  www.museumofhealthcare.ca/exhibits/trade-card/ 
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